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Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, 
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties

Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .

To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in

the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.
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S Rick Wright, Chair                               Dana Harsh, Co-Chair

740-626-2382               740-835-6491
wdssteward@gmail.com                          dharsh1958@yahoo.com 

Jim Meacham, Treasurer                           Betsy Pierson, Secretary
740-988-2073                                            740-703-1645
jmeach42@gmail.com                               prsn@horizonview.net

Joe & P.J. Gordy, Board                Tim Shoemaker, Editor
President & Vice President                        740-851-9127
740-634-2470                                             tshoe140@horizonview.net
pjhunny@bright.net                                   

On a Canadian two
dollar bill, the flag

flying over the
Parliament
building is

an~American flag.

SOFA OUTING FROM OCTOBER15th

  We had a great day, designed for outdoor experiences, and we enjoyed two!  
First we met at Karnes Orchard.  Steve Karnes welcomed us to the property 
begun as an orchard by his several-greats grandfather in 1876.  The property 
has remained in his family, and Steve's introduction to the life of an orchardist 
was working for his grandfather on the orchard for ten years after high school. 
The next chapters of his story involved college in information technology and 
work for a bank in Texas.  Meanwhile, his grandfather passed on and the 
commercial orchard operation along with him.  Then, hoping to take the path of 
his next personal chapter closer to his roots, Steve again began an orchard on 
the site of the one previously run by his grandfather.  It flourished.  Steve gets 
two months of vacation a year from his job in Texas, and he spends it all 
cultivating the Highland County property and retail business. He and his family 
grow forty varieties of apples and other fruit trees, and have focused on growing 
apple trees on semi-dwarf root stock on trellises.  He explained the front-heavy 
work and rationale for growing trees in this fashion, and we enjoyed watching 
children and families take advantage of the Orchard's pick-your-own option while 
we learned about all that is involved in running an orchard and having Steve 
answer members' questions. Steve gave a clear and instructive presentation that 
made me wish I were 40 years younger and raring to go out and plant my own 
orchard.  The fruits and ciders of the Karnes family's labors were tasty and 
terrific.
   Next, Sue Hillger led our caravan to Serpent Mound, where John Hillger 
greeted us at the shelter house where he had been manning the grill.  We 
enjoyed a varied and delicious carry-in meal and visiting with each other before 
our brief business meeting and individual exploration of the Mound and museum.
   During the business meeting we learned from treasurer Jim Meacham that our 
account is in good financial health and that we have money in our scholarship 
fund to send at least one student to forestry and conservation camp next 
summer.  Jim related a quick save he did on an ingenious internet scam aimed at
not for profit organizations.  We will no longer be posting the amount in our 
treasury in our meeting minutes.

   Thanks to Sue and John for scheduling and hosting this meeting and for 
arranging for such a beautiful day!
Respectfully submitted: Betsy Pierson
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S.O.F.A. Resource
Advisers

Mark Rickey, DNR, Vinton, 
Hocking Ross
740-774-1596  ext  109
Mark.Rickey@dnr.state.oh.us

Perry Brannan, DNR, Jackson, 
Lawrence, Galia, Meigs
740-589-9915
Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us 

Brad Wireman, DNR, Fayette, 
Clinton, Highland, Pike
Adams, Scioto
740-493-2441
brad.wireman@dnr,state.oh.us

Cameron Bushong, DNR, Athens, 
Morgan, Washington
740-596-1102
Camron.Bushong@dnr,state,oh,us

Stephen Rist, DNR, Service Forest
Coordinator. Madison, Pickaway
740-774-1596 ext 103
Stephen.Rist@dnr.state.oh.us

Dave Apsley, Nat’l Resource 
Specialist         740-286-2177
dapsley@postoffice.ag.ohio.state.
edu

Mike Besonen, West Dist Forester,
South Central Ohio
740-772-3681
Michael.besonen@glatfelter.com

Tree Stand Safety
Hunting from a tree stand is exciting and effective, but hunters must be sure to 
keep themselves safe.

Hunters are seriously injured and killed each year from tree stand falls. About one 
in every three hunters will experience a fall from a tree stand in their hunting 
career.
It is unlawful to construct, place or use a permanent-type tree stand, or to place 
spikes, nails, wires or other metal objects into a tree to act as steps or to hold a 
tree stand on public hunting lands. It is also unlawful to make any of these 
changes to trees on private property without first getting the permission of the 
landowner or the landowner’s authorized agent.

The Fifth Wheel
Long ago, there was a 
device on cars that was a 
horizontal wheel attached 
to the front axle. This 
wheel wasn't really used 
much, except maybe as 
support for a sharp turn? 
But for the most part, it 
was useless. Being a fifth 
wheel soon came to 
represent anyone who 
was without a partner in a
group that was paired-off. 
Just like the car had 4 
wheels (2 pairs) and the 
5th was just along for the 
ride, so-to-speak!

                        Ohio Tree Farm Program
The American Tree Farm System is a nationwide community of nearly 60,000 
landowners linked by a desire to manage their woodlands effectively.
To qualify for Tree Farm certification your woodlands must be:

• 10 acres or more
• Managed for the production of timber and other forest products
• Protected from fire, insects, disease and destructive grazing
• Inspected by a forester who donates time to the Tree Farm system.

Lands are reinspected at least every five years to assure that they are being 
properly managed.
To obtain more information about the Tree Farm System, contact a Service 
Forester, county extension agent, or you can investigate online: 
www.ohioforest.org/page/OhioTreeFarmHome

October is Firewood Month!

Moving firewood long distances can spread invasive forest pests hidden in or on 
the wood. Your firewood choices matter, and you can help slow the spread of 
these tree-killing pests. This October, we'll be celebrating Firewood Month with
our friends at Hungry Pests to help spread the word on this important topic!
Don’t move firewood – instead, make one of these better choices:

• Buy firewood where you’ll burn it.
• Buy certified heat treated firewood.
• Gather firewood on site when permitted.

You have the power to slow the spread of forest pests.
www.dontmovefirewood.org 



NOV 2016                                          www.ohiosofa.org                                        Pag e  3

SOFA members are great
Cooks!

 Try this featured recipe by 
PJ

BUCKEYE BARS 1 cup (2 sticks) butter or margarine, softened
1 cup creamy peanut butter
1 lb. (appx. 3 ½ cups) confectioners’ sugar
1 package (12 oz.) chocolate chips

Melt the butter. Stir in the peanut butter. Remove from heat. Stir in the sugar, little at a time, until 
mixture is smooth.  Press evenly in a 13 X 9-inch pan.  Melt the chocolate chips in the top of a 
double boiler or in a microwave until melted and smooth.  Spread over peanut butter mixture.  
Cool. Refrigerate.  Cut into squares before chocolate is completely set. 
 – Makes 65 to 80 pieces
These taste just like buckeyes but without all the work of rolling and dipping.  Makes for great 
gifts, too.

THE ADVENTURES OF WAYNE & TIM
Tim:        “Hey Wayne, Gregg came out to turkey hunt this morning, do you mind if I invite him to stay?”            
Wayne:   “No problem, I don't mind experimenting on someone I don't even know!”
Tim:        “He didn't even see a turkey this morning, so I kinda feel bad, I see them every day.” 
Wayne:   “What you got for today?”
Tim:        “Baked beans recipe that really sound great.” 
Wayne:   “I have Sloppy Joe Biscuit Bake!”
Tim:        “The fire is ready, let's get at it.”
Gregg:    “That pot is hanging crooked, will that effect the taste?” 
Tim:        (Whispering to Wayne) “It's no wonder he didn't see a turkey!”
Wayne:   “I don't think that'll make any difference Gregg!”
Tim:        “Man! I think these are the best Baked Beans I've ever ate!”
Gregg:    “I think you're right, mighty tasty!”
Wayne:   “Another successful campfire cooking experience! Can I have seconds?”
Tim:        “The TV show can't be far off now!”

TREE EXTINCTION   February 2016
More than half of the Amazon’s diverse tree species might be at risk of extinction because of deforestation conducted to clear
land for ranching, farming, and other human activities, according to a new International study.  It concluded that if the trend 
continues, between 36 and 57 percent of the 15,000 tree species in the Amazon Basin could qualify as threatened with extinction by 
2050.
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 S.O.F.A.
THE SCHEDULE FOR 2016 

November Thursday 11/10/16 – 6:15 pm Piketon Everybody “Open Mic Night”
December Thursday 12/8/16 – 6 pm –“Annual Meeting”, Officer Election & Year End Celebration

S.O.F.A.
THE TENAIVE SCHEDULE FOR 2017   

January  no meeting
February 9 Legal Issues of Interest to Tree Farmers
March 9 Congratulations - You Now Own Forested Property!

What Next – Decisions and Contacts You Will Want to Make soon (we will send invitations
to those who have come into the ownership of acreage in our service area to this one)

April 13  Wildlife Enhancement and Best Management Practices. All Members encouraged to bring a
friend to this one

May 11 What Your Woods Will Look Like; a Visual Presentation of the Various Management Photo 
Contest

June 17 (Saturday).....................Gina and Gary Hochenberer's Farm Tour
July 13             Water Features on Your Land
August 10            Program Planning
September 16 (Saturday)..................... Tree ID & Bring a Kid Day
October 12           Indian Signal Trees
November 9            Open Mic Night
December 14          Annual Meeting and Celebration.

DAY in the WOODS 2  nd   FRIDAYS
David Apsley   apsley.1@osu.edu

If you are interested in attending any of the programs, there is a small fee and
reservation required. Contact Dave for more info.

November 4th  A Night in the Forest.  Focus on night skies (Weather permitting), owls and mammals.
November 18th  Winter Tree Identification. Off site at Canter’s Cave 4-H Camp near Jackson.

LUMBER LIQUIDATORS HIT WITH BIG FINES         February 2016

New York – Lumber Liquidators will pay more than $13 million for illegally importing hardwood flooring, After 
the company pleaded guilty to environmental crimes last year. The Department of Justice said that Lumber 
Liquidators Made hardwood floors in China from illegally cut Mongolian Oak trees in Russia.  Those trees are 
needed to protect Endangered Siberian tigers and Amur leopards because Their prey eats the acorns from them, the
Justice Department said.
    Lumber Liquidators, which was sentenced the 7th of December 2015 in federal court, will pay $7.8 million in 
criminal fines, More than $1.2 million in community service payments and nearly $970,000 in criminal forfeiture.  
It will also pay about $3.2 million through a related civil forfeiture.  The company also agreed to a five-year 
probation.
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                      Watershed Coordination Changes
   Since 2000, Rural Action's three watershed coordinators have been funded through the Ohio 
Watershed Coordinator Grant Program, administered by the Division of Soil and Water Resources of 
the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR).
These grants have supported salary costs of coordinators to work in specific watersheds in 
Appalachian Ohio. Much of this funding came from the ODNR Division of Mineral Resources 
Management (DMRM) to support coordinators working on the region's biggest pollutant, acid mine 
drainage. 
   As ODNR's Division of Soil and Water Resources transitioned to a new home within Ohio's 
Department of Agriculture in 2016, the timing was right to transition away from the Ohio Watershed 
Coordinator Program and enter into a direct funding agreement with DMRM.
   ODNR-DMRM, with matching funds from the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 319 Program, 
has awarded Rural Action funding to for a regional, collaborative watershed restoration effort in 
Appalachian Ohio. Ohio University will also receive funds and partnering with Rural Action, as it has for
many years. 
   All watershed coordinators are widening their focus beyond acid mine drainage monitoring and 
reclamation to include projects that address other water quality impairments such as failing household 
wastewater treatment systems, inadequate stormwater management, excessive nutrient loading, 
stream bank erosion and loss of stream side forest cover.  
  Identification and preservation of high quality streams is also an added responsibility of the regional 
watershed management program.  If you have questions about this funding shift or suggestions on 
water quality issues we should be looking into, please contact Nate Schlater at 740-394-2047.

ODNR Division of Forestry Urges Caution Around Dead and Dying Ash Trees

COLUMBUS, OH – As fall color moves across the state, more hikers and hunters will be spending time in 
Ohio’s forests. The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) reminds all outdoor enthusiasts to be 
cautious of dead or dying ash trees that may now be present in Ohio’s forests and landscapes. 
   “Standing dead ash trees create a safety hazard for hunters and hikers, as brittle limbs and trees trunks are easily
broken or blown over,” said Robert Boyles, Ohio’s state forester. “This is a simple reminder for outdoorsmen and 
women to be alert to their surroundings as they enjoy Ohio’s forests and woodlands.” 
   The emerald ash borer (Agrilus planipennis), a wood-boring beetle native to Asia, was discovered in the Detroit
area in 2002. Once an ash tree becomes infested with EAB, it usually dies in less than five years. 
   EAB is present throughout Ohio, most of the eastern United States and southeastern Canada, and it has killed 
hundreds of millions of native ash trees in North America. 
   The ODNR Division of Forestry offers the following advice: 
People should identify dead and dying ash trees around their homes and in their community that have the 
potential to harm people or property. 
   Contact a certified arborist at treesaregood.org to identify ways to manage the risk associated with dead and 
dying ash trees in the yard. 
   Exercise caution when entering a wooded area and be aware of any standing dead trees nearby, especially in 
windy conditions. 
   This caution is important in urban environments as well, since many urban areas had been planted with ash 
trees over the years. 
  EAB eggs, larvae and adults, as well as other plant pests and diseases, can be moved on or in firewood, so 
minimize the movement of firewood. “Burn it where you buy it,” and be aware of all county quarantines on 
firewood or any plant material. 
   For more information on plant pest quarantines, contact the Ohio Department of Agriculture’s Division of Plant
Health at agri.ohio.gov/plant or 614-728-6400. 



APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
NAME_______________________________________________PHONE____________

ADDRESS_____________________________CITY__________________STATE______

EMAIL_________________________________________________________________
If you own woodland, in which county?______________________Acres Owned___________________
New Member______Renewal______Scholarship Fund Donation $_____________Thank You.

Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 776, Jackson, Oh 45640  Make check payable 
to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA). Individual $15. Family $25.   Partnership, Association, or 
Corporation $25.

*   Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second 
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville 
Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center
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     S.O.F.A.

1864 Shyville Road
Piketon, Ohio 45661

Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org

“Open Mic Night”
Tim Shoemaker and Jim Savage talking about the

American Tree Farm System, and any other topics of interest 
that folks hope to talk about

Thursday 11/10/16 – 6:15 pm Piketon 

We will be at The OSU South Center,1864 Shyville Road,Piketon, OH.
Meeting will be in the Endeavor Center

Our “carry-in dinner” will be @ 6:15 pm
 meeting beginning at 7:00 pm

(Building on right side of park lot as you enter)
As usual, bring a dish you wish to share, OR just come and help us eat what

is there.
(We realize that not everyone has time to fix something,

please don’t let that stop you from coming to a meeting!)


